
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH1586 March 14, 2018 
and all papers and do all other acts for me 
under the name of the Clerk of the House 
which they would be authorized to do by vir-
tue of this designation, except such as are 
provided by statute, in case of my temporary 
absence or disability. 

This designation shall remain in effect for 
the 115th Congress or until modified by me. 

With best wishes, I am 
Sincerely, 

KAREN L. HAAS, 
Clerk of the House. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF SERGEANT MARK 
J. BASERMAN 

(Mr. ROTHFUS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ROTHFUS. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise in remembrance of a remarkable 
community servant, a faithful friend 
and husband, and a brave veteran: Ser-
geant Mark J. Baserman. 

A corrections officer who devoted 
many years of service at the State Cor-
rectional Institute in Somerset, Penn-
sylvania, Mark tragically lost his life 
in the line of duty on February 26, 2018. 
Known throughout Johnstown and by 
colleagues as a man of integrity, brav-
ery, and strength, thousands attended 
his remembrance service to pay their 
respects to Mark and his family. 

A 1975 graduate of Greater Johnstown 
Vo-Tech High School, as a young man, 
Mark volunteered many years with the 
Oakland Volunteer Fire Company and 
he served in the Army. Before becom-
ing a corrections officer, Mark worked 
more than 20 years as a first responder 
with East Hills Ambulance Service. 

Mark’s life history of public service 
is evident. Putting others first, includ-
ing his wife, Rebecca, and mother, Lu-
cille—both who have physical disabil-
ities—is a powerful testimony and a 
shining example. 

Mr. Speaker, as we grieve the loss of 
this honorable man, I offer my deepest 
condolences to Mark’s family, friends, 
and the Johnstown community. 

f 

SCHOOL AND GUN VIOLENCE 
PREVENTION 

(Ms. BONAMICI asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to say that we must refuse to ac-
cept gun violence as normal. Today, I 
stand with students from Oregon to 
Florida, who are courageously and 
peacefully demanding that their elect-
ed leaders take real action to prevent 
gun violence in their communities. 

This past weekend I met Madeline, a 
high school student from Beaverton, 
Oregon. She said that now when she en-
ters a classroom, her first thought is: 
where can she hide, and how could she 
escape. 

As a mom, that broke my heart. And 
I heard from students in McMinnville, 
Oregon. They told me they are terrified 
when they hear a fire alarm because 

that is how the Parkland, Florida, 
massacre started. 

How have we become a country where 
our students are afraid in their class-
rooms? 

Mr. Speaker, we owe it to Madeline 
and to all of the students around the 
country to protect them from violence 
and to keep them safe in school and in 
their communities. 

The STOP School Violence Act is a 
modest first step, but we must do 
more. We must listen to the voices of 
the students and work toward creating 
a safer future for them and for every-
one. 

f 

FEDERAL COURT DISRESPECTS 
WORLD WAR I VETERANS 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, in 
1925, the American Legion erected a 
memorial in Bladensburg, Maryland, to 
honor the 49 men who were killed in 
World War I. The mothers of those who 
died decided to erect a large cross to 
mirror the cross-shaped grave markers 
in the foreign cemeteries where their 
sons were buried. The 40-foot-tall me-
morial became known as the Peace 
Cross. 

Even though the monument is sec-
ular, and after almost 100 years, an ag-
nostic Federal court ruled the historic 
monument must be torn down, all be-
cause it is in the shape of a cross. 

The wrong-headed decision to tear 
down the 93-year-old monument is 
proof that this Federal court has no re-
spect for the sacrifices of Americans 
killed in World War I. Instead of de-
stroying monuments, we should erect 
more. 

What is next? Are Federal judges 
going to chisel off the crosses on grave 
markers at veterans’ cemeteries? 

We will see. 
Keep the Memorial Peace Cross me-

morial. Heaven forbid, don’t remove 
the cross. 

And that is just the way it is. 
f 

HAPPY PI DAY 

(Mr. MCNERNEY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, every 
year on March 14, mathematicians and 
dessert lovers around the world come 
together to celebrate a shared constant 
in our lives. It may sound irrational, 
but it is actually transcendental. 

Pi Day is a day dedicated to cele-
brating everything fascinating in the 
world of mathematics by recognizing 
its most famous number: 3.14. 

Pi represents the ratio of a circle’s 
circumference to its diameter, and has 
been calculated to over 1 trillion dig-
its. It was first discovered in Ancient 
Greece and has captivated mathemati-
cians like myself for over 1,000 years. 

While Congress officially recognized 
Pi Day in 2009, it was in 1988 that the 

transcendental number got its day of 
dedication, when physicist Larry Shaw 
organized the first Pi Day at the San 
Francisco Exploratorium science mu-
seum. 

Today, pi is used in all kinds of appli-
cations and can be found throughout 
our lives. 

So to my fellow mathematicians, 
dessert lovers, and all of those cele-
brating today, I wish you a happy Pi 
Day. 

f 

CONGRATULATING MINNESOTA 
STATE WRESTLING CHAMPIONS 

(Mr. LEWIS of Minnesota asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. LEWIS of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, although Minnesota is known for 
hockey, I rise today to recognize the 
impressive high school wrestling pro-
grams in Minnesota’s Second District. 

This season, Shakopee and Apple 
Valley continued their strong, out-
standing records in wrestling. In fact, 
Apple Valley held 12 straight State ti-
tles until this year, when Shakopee 
edged them out in the sectionals. 

And while Shakopee did not bring 
home the State title, wrestlers from 
both Apple Valley and Shakopee put up 
some extraordinary victories. 

Trey Rogers from Hastings finished 
his season with a perfect record. 

Shakopee’s Alex Lloyd won his third 
State championship. 

And Apple Valley’s Gable Steveson 
concluded his high school career with a 
winning percentage of 0.986, the best in 
State history. 

I am proud to have such driven State 
athletes in my district. Their dedica-
tion and hard work will continue to 
bring them success for years to come, 
and I look forward to seeing future vic-
tories from our Second District wres-
tlers. 

f 

CHILDREN OF OUR NATION 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, the 
children of our Nation are raising their 
voices. In the last couple of days in my 
district, many young people rep-
resenting the 140,000 DACA-status 
young people in Texas and 800,000 in 
the Nation walked and shouted and 
asked and cajoled and spoke eloquently 
about the ridiculous malaise of this 
Congress, where we have not reauthor-
ized DACA when there is a bill ready to 
move. 

Do we care about our children? Do we 
care about the doctors, lawyers, and 
astronauts? Do we care about the 
teachers? Do we care about the par-
ents—mothers and fathers—all DACA- 
status individuals who love this Na-
tion? 

And then today we heard from the 
voices of those who raised their hands 
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